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AMID THE GLITTER and grandiosity
so prevalent in the Los Angeles neigh-
borhood of Bel Air, the city's leading
designers choge simplicity and unpreten-
tious elegance for Howse Beantgfl's 2003
Celebrity Showhouse

This was the second anmual such proj-
ect for the magazine. It opened to the
pulslic last fall, with ticket proceeds going
to the Children’s Action Network, a non-
profit group tha helps underprivileged
youth in Southern California.

“We asked the designers 1o create a
refined, elegant, ver subtly diverse design
scheme, and [ believe they succeeded bril
liantly,” says Houre Beawriful editor Mark
Mayhield.

The designers” accomplishments should
come as no surprise, considering their rep-
utations. All are well known in the more
glamorous realms of Los Angeles life, and
their client lists include major stars, In
fact, a number of well-known Hollywood
celebrities lent their names and their insp
ration 1o individual decoratars

Each designer showed a distinctive
finesse in mixing periods and stvles
particularly in marrying modernist and
rraditional elements, For example, Joe
Mye had the tusk of ereating an entrywa

that would please on its own terms, boh
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Peter Dunham

1o gecond Aoor makes for an efforthess

transition w two quite different guest
rooms upstairs. Both Peter Dunham's
deceptively simple use of Indian-
inspired prints in one, and Elizabeth
Dinkel's almost haute-coutre approach
to chincdserie in the other provide the
comfor-conscious environments that
homeowners want for their guests.

In the Asian-inspired master bed-

room, Mary McDonald played white
against chocolate walls in a nod 1o both
the age of great movie stars (you can
imagine Lauren Bacall sleeping in the
custom-designed pagoda-siyle bed) and
the current fondness for eclectic Hally
wood Regency

To complement the bedroom, Michael
Berman designed spacious his-and-her
master bathrooms with dressing arens
and fumiture for reading or napping.
Ewvery element in the airy woman's bath
reflects traditional shapes but carries a
modern, streamlined edge, The man's
bath iz a library-like environment with
neoclassical sccents, including a bas

relief of Socrates that perhaps only a

Kathryn Ireland

21st-century designer would think to
put in the shower.

Downstairs, the contemporary cozi
ness of Kathryn Ireland's library-clean
Mission-style furniture against pale
witlls banishes all hints of the dark,
heavy atmosphere teaditional sud
ies can have. Mearby, Suzanne Rhein-
stein designed the living room with
an ethereal restraint that transforms a

long room with six doorways into an

Oppaosite: Paber Dunham's guest reom ond
bath, with bobrics designed by Dunham
rur Themas Levin in Lea Angeles. Abowe:
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A modem arrangemant of
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‘Mary McDonald

adult sanctuary, One of the many pair:
of pieces that hold the room quictly
together, two French chairs announce
awareness of the present with a deli
cious modern green,

In the renovated and enlarged famils
room bevond a double doorway off the
living room, designer Kim Alexandrink
mixed old-world colors and textures
with modern shapes and set delicare
17th- and 18th century antiques ol
with oversize 20th-century streamlined
armchairs.

In the dining room, vibrant blue
walls, s ||||'|Il.::|:|] moose antlers above
a stark fireplace, and a monumental
abstract painting make the formality of

the round Regency 11:..|||-:1g:|.r|_1.' table and
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Jockio Tarre¥'s dairy-fresh kitchen inchudes RoomScope's cobinets for Wood-Mode.

chairs elegantly welcoming, thanks 1o
the stylish skills of Waldo Fernandez.

Adjacent to the dining room is the
large, modern-family-oriented kitchen/
breakfast room, decorated by Jackie
Terrell in duiry-pale whites and dark
weood. The room is awash in fresh tra.
ditionalism countered by medernistic
overscaling in cleanly designed furni-
ture and by cutting-edge appliances
supplied in pairs.

In the guesthouse, Tim Clarke pat
a large, shocking-coral seashell mirror
on the wall of the cabana and then, in
contemporary L.A. fashion, brought

interior glamour outside with a huge

House Beautiful 272004

Terrell's kitchen oho includes o deep stsnlass-stee] Kohler sink, twin Sub-Zero refrigeratorns, and
twin Wolf ranges.
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